
Foreign Rights List
Spring 2021

Foreign Rights Contact: Rüdiger Grünhagen 

Email: gruenhagen@westendverlag.de

Phone: +49 (0) 69 24 750 18-10 – Fax: +49 (0) 69 24 750 18-20 

Westend Verlag GmbH, Neue Kräme 28, 60311 Frankfurt, Germany



Carla Del Ponte
Carla Del Ponte, born in 1947, is a Swiss lawyer and diplomat. She escaped 
an assassination attempt by the Mafia only by chance back in the 1980s. 
From 1999 to 2007, she was Chief Prosecutor of the International Criminal 
Court for the war crimes in the former Yugoslavia and for the genocide in 
Rwanda. She was Switzerland's ambassador to Argentina from 2008 to 
2011 and a member of a UNHCR commission investigating human rights 
violations in Syria during that country's civil war from 2011 to 2017.

I Am Not a Heroine 
My Long Struggle for Justice

Carla Del Ponte demands justice. Where is interna-

tional law currently being broken? And what possi-

bilities does the UN have to intervene? How and by 

whom is influence exerted on decisions of the Secu-

rity Council? And is the UN degraded to become a 

compliant instrument of powerful countries? Carla 

Del Ponte, Chief Prosecutor of the International 

Criminal Court for many years, reports on her years 

working as a high-ranking UN diplomat. In her pas-

sionate plea she calls for the enforcement of interna-

tional law, necessary reforms of the UN and an ac-

tive role for the EU.

Original title:
Ich bin keine Heldin 
Mein langer Kampf für Gerechtigkeit

Original language: German

Publication in April 2021
192 pages

WORLD RIGHTS AVAILABLE

www.westendverlag.de
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"Backing down is not her thing. It's her 
demanding impatience, her tenacity and 
professionalism that get her where she 
wants to go." Frankfurter Rundschau
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Original title:
Geniale Betrüger 
Wie Wirecard Politik und  
Finanzsystem bloßstellt

Original language: German

Publication in March 2021
270 pages

WORLD RIGHTS AVAILABLE

Felix Holtermann graduated from the Cologne School of Journalism and 
studied economics and political science. He worked scientifically on eco-
nomic growth theory and its critics. After a cross-media traineeship at 
WDR, Holtermann worked as an economics editor and as a consultant to 
the radio director. He is editor at Handelsblatt since 2017 and the newspa-
per's finance correspondent since 2019.

Felix Holtermann

Ingenious Scammers
How Wirecard Exposes Politics 
and the Financial System

The case of Wirecard is the biggest economic scan-

dal of the post-war period. The top managers Markus 

Braun and Jan Marsalek are imprisoned or go into 

hiding, while Germanys economic reputation is se-

verely damaged. For years, analysts rejoiced in sup-

port for the stock, while auditors opened their pock-

ets, supervisors looked the other way, and politicians 

provided patronage. Felix Holtermann shows: Wire-

card deceived a system which begged to be de-

ceived. And the consequences of this scandal are felt 

worldwide.

The political, economic, global dimen-
sions of the Wirecard case.
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Judith Sevinç Basad
Judith Sevinç Basad studied German and philosophy and completed her 
master's degree with a thesis on totalitarian tendencies in the queer fem-
inist movement. She worked for the Ibn Rushd Goethe Mosque in Berlin, 
which practices a gender-equal and liberal Islam, and publishes for WELT, 
FAZ, NZZ, and the author blog "Salonkolumnisten." In 2019, Basad com-
pleted a newspaper traineeship in the feature section of the NZZ. Since 
then, she lives as a freelance writer in Berlin.

SHAME ON YOU!
How Ideologists Determine What 
is Good and Evil

Are "old white men" racists just because they are 

white? Does rebelling against one's "colonial imprint" 

make one a better person? Is J.K. Rowling, the cre-

ator of Harry Potter, actually "transphobic"? Why 

was a female member of the Adidas board forced 

out of her job? How is it possible, that a self-appoint-

ed moral elite wants to determine how we speak and 

which media we are allowed to consume? Do we 

have to protect criminals because they have fled 

from countries that could not offer them a future? Is 

"MeToo" exclusively about victims? Judith Basad 

asks highly uncomfortable questions and warns 

forcefully against the supposedly courageous war-

riors for a better world.

Original title:
Schäm dich!
Wie Ideologinnen und Ideologen 
bestimmen was gut ist

Original language: German

Publication in March 2021 
224 pages

WORLD RIGHTS AVAILABLE

www.westendverlag.de
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Young journalist takes a critical look at her 
generation.
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Chefs, Listen to the Signals! 
A Culinary Manifesto

David Hoener, a chef at many stoves around the 

world, host at locations in Zurich, Nairobi and Quito, 

agonizes over the fruits of globalization, which no-

body can enjoy. Whether it is streamlined restau-

rant franchises that disrespect quality of life and 

health, the severe decline of quality-training for pro-

fessional chefs, or the general disregard for eating 

culture – for David Hoener it is time to set an exam-

ple. Together with prominent chefs, wine connois-

seurs and gastrosophists like Maria Gross, Franz 

Keller, Robert Mangold, Eckart Witzigmann, Sandra 

Knecht and Romana Echensperger, he points out 

elementary sins of our time: We must start now to 

care about food preparation in order to secure our 

cultural survival and discover true happiness. 

Original title:
Köche, hört die Signale!  
Ein kulinarisches Manifest

Original language: German

Publication in March 2021
160 pages

WORLD RIGHTS AVAILABLE

Also published by David Hoener:

The Politics of Cooking 
Why I Had to Go into the Jungle to Find Peacemaking Recipes

Original language: German
Publication in October 2019, 256 pages

David Hoener is a Swiss-born cook and caterer, and he has been a jour-
nalist for radio, print, and TV productions since the early 1990s. From 1994 
on, Hoener has become active in Quito, Ecuador, where he worked in 
cultural and developmental projects, as well as the food service industry. In 
2005, he founded the organization „Cuisine sans Frontières“ (CsF). Today, 
he predominantly lives in Ecuador, close to Quito.

David Hoener
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Timm Koch
Timm Koch studied Philosophy in Berlin. Ever since his youth, he was 
indulged in the archaic arts of botanic cultivation. His wildlife expertise 
includes gathering wild fruits and fungi, hunting, fishing, and bee keeping. 
He explores and cherishes the multifaceted modern alternatives to indus-
trial food production, and shares the incredible possibilities for individuals, 
industrial actors as well as society as a whole.   

Let us Plant Paradises!
Becoming Rich with the Diversi-
ty of Nature Instead of Poor 
Through its Destruction

The world is facing enormous upheavals. Ruthless 

deforestation, pesticide-soaked monocultures and 

antibiotic fattening in large barns are no longer ap-

propriate. The balance after one hundred years: In-

dustrialized agriculture and forestry have failed mis-

erably. Timm Koch explains vividly and with many 

examples why the motto of the future must be: be-

come rich with the wealth of nature instead of be-

coming poor through its destruction.His advice to 

those like-minded: Join forces, prevent the worst 

and count on better times!

Original title:
Lasst uns Paradiese pflanzen
Reich werden mit der Vielfalt der 
Natur, statt arm werden durch ihre 
Zerstörung

Original language: German

Publication in May 2021
224 pages

WORLD RIGHTS AVAILABLE

www.westendverlag.de

©
 D

irk
 G

öt
ts

ch
e

Also published by Timm Koch:

The Super Molecule
Hydrogen Will Save Our Future, and Here Is How

Original language: German
Publication in April 2019, 192 pages
6.000 copies sold



Joseph Melzer
Joseph Melzer was a passionate bookseller and publisher. Born in Galicia 
in 1908, he fled to Berlin in 1918 and to Palestine in 1933 to escape the 
Nazis. He lasted only three years there and returned to Europe in 1936, 
settling in Paris. In 1939 he fled east, where the Russians captured him 
and sentenced him to 10 years in Siberia as a German spy. After the war, 
in 1948, by now with his wife and two sons, he immigrated for the second 
time to Israel, where he remained until 1958, after which he returned to 
Germany. He died in 1984 and was buried in Darmstadt. 

„I Have Lived Nine Lives“ 
A Jewish Life in the 20th Century

„I lived through the Nazis, survived the Commu-

nists, endured the Zionists and helped the Social-

ists.“ This is how Joseph Melzer describes his 

eventful life. The passionate publisher was born in 

Galicia in 1908, came to Berlin in 1918, fled from the 

Nazis to Palestine in 1933, returned to Europe in 

1936, where he fled from Paris via Warsaw to Rus-

sia. Here he was arrested as a German spy and re-

turned to Israel in 1948. Ten years later he founded 

his publishing house in Cologne, which specialized 

in books by Jewish authors who had been burned 

by the Nazis. “I Have Lived Nine Lives” is a contem-

porary document of the 20th century and a fasci-

nating read about the love of and life with books.

Original title: 
Ich habe neun Leben gelebt 
Ein jüdisches Leben im  
20. Jahrhundert

Original language: German

Publication in February 2021
336 pages, including many photos

WORLD RIGHTS AVAILABLE

www.westendverlag.de
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Florian Roetzer, born in 1953, has worked as a freelance author and publi-
cist specializing in media theory and aesthetics in Munich and as an orga-
nizer of numerous international symposia after studying philosophy. Since 
1996, he has been editor-in-chief of the online magazine Telepolis. Westend 
most recently published his book "Smart Cities in Cyberwar" (2015).

Being and Dwelling 
Philosophical Forays into the  
History and Meaning of Private 
Spaces

With the coronavirus pandemic and the lockdowns, it 

became clear once again that the home is a crucial 

place to live and retreat, but also a prison. Although 

man is a dwelling being, only a few philosophers have 

dealt with it. Florian Roetzer undertakes an astonishing 

foray through the cultural history of private spaces and 

takes a look into the digital future, which radically 

changes the way we live. The homes of tomorrow, Ro-

etzer warns, will no longer be a private retreat, but can 

be controlled, viewed and hacked from anywhere.one 

interested in the current state of the global economy.

Original title: 
Sein und Wohnen 
Philosophische Streifzüge zur 
Geschichte und Bedeutung des 
Wohnens

Original language: German

Publication in December 2020
280 pages

WORLD RIGHTS AVAILABLE

„A highly exciting read. It's about the crucial question: 
How do we want to live in the future?“       BR Television

Florian Rötzer
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Sabine Schiffer
Sabine Schiffer, born in 1966, studied linguistics in Erlangen and discov-
ered semiotics early on. She earned her doctorate on the image of Islam 
in the media and founded the Institute for Media Responsibility in 2005. In 
addition to calling for a systematic curriculum for a school subject of media 
education, the IMV advocates a critical examination of any debates con-
structed by the media.

Media Analysis 
Critical Textbook

The power of the media is constantly growing and 

so is their influence on our lives. They shape our 

view of the world, can distort it or liberate it. The 

ability to see through these influences must be con-

sidered a central goal in an open society, so that 

everyone is able to form their own informed opinion 

and stand up for it. For scholars and interested be-

ginners, this book provides theoretical foundations 

and manifold examples to teach the multifaceted 

aspects of media analysis. To educate yourself 

about the dangers and possibilities of manipulation 

is to recognize and to counter them –anyone look-

ing to get a critical edge for daily media consump-

tion needs to study this book.

Original title: 
Medienanalyse 
Ein kritisches Lehrbuch

Original language: German

Publication in February 2020
296 pages

WORLD RIGHTS AVAILABLE

www.westendverlag.de
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Hassan Geuad
Hassan Geuad cam to Germany as a refugee from Iraq and studied Media 
and Communication Sciences aswell as German studies. He works in mar-
keting analysis. Alongside his brother Muhamed, he created the initiative 
"12MemoRise", where they protest against the IS forming drastic actions 
and spectacular events. The film "Religious Warrior" (2017) documents his 
activism and was named best documentary by the German film academy 
that same year. Hassan Geuad also gives workshops at schools and uni-
versities. He lives and works in Duesseldorf.

"May Allah Send You to the 
Darkest Depths of Hell!"
Why a Muslim Fights for Diversi-
ty, Tolerance and Freedom

Why don't we see thousands of muslims protesting 

against terrorists who are murdering on behalf of the 

Koran? Why do they stand aside silently while their 

religion is being corrupted by radical Muslim broth-

ers and sisters? Why do they not fight against racism 

out on the streets shouting to protect their rights?

Hassan Geuad created the initiative "12MemoRise" 

in order to provoke some answers to these questions 

with spectacular actions. But doing so let him get 

caught in the middle: It's still a big no-go for Muslims 

to criticize other Muslims. After his fiancée was pres-

sured into breaking up with him by her family and he 

received several death threats, he decided to tell his 

story of a fight for a modern Islam and a more toler-

ant society.

Original title:
"Möge Allah dich in die tiefste 
Hölle schicken!"
Warum ein Muslim für Vielfalt, 
Toleranz und Freiheit kämpft

Original language: German
Publication in March 2021 
224 pages

WORLD RIGHTS AVAILABLE

www.westendverlag.de
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Hassan Geuad fights for a non-violent 
Islam with spectacular events.
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Backlist

Atlas of Global Economy
Facts, figures and analyses on 
the globalized economy

This work is not an atlas in the conventional sense of the 
term, but a fully illustrated description of the global econ-
omy with many up-to-date figures and facts. Diagrams 
capture fully up-to-date data expressing the economic 
complexity of the global economy. Using innovative visu-
alizations, it investigates a number of issues from Con-
sumption to Climate Change, from Interest to Investments. 
This edition has a special chapter on the issue of the 
Coronavirus Shock and the World Economy.

Heiner Flassbeck was Director of the Division on Globali - 
sation and Development Strategies at UNCTAD.
Friederike Spiecker is a diploma economist and works 
as a freelance. 
Dr. Stefan Dudey is a freelance author and consultant 
specialized in economic and health data. 

Brace for Climate Impact!
Lessons to Learn From the 
Climate Crisis

There's one heat record after another, extreme drought 
has struck the planet and causes wildfires from Alaska 
all the way to the tropics. The climate crisis we face to-
day has been predicted precisely over thirty years ago. 
Our reaction so far? Pretty ignorant! Some aggressive 
storms had gotten us to turn our heads every once in a 
while and had sparked some frantic activity. We need to 
realize that what we are barely even dealing with now is 
but the tip of the iceberg. It is about time for all of us to 
finally act!

Sven Ploeger predicts the weather for radio and tele-
vision since 1999. In 2010, he was presented by the 
award for the best weatherman in German Television. 
Having studied meteorology, Sven Ploeger frequently 
gives lectures on weather and climate.

Original title: 
Zieht euch warm an, es wird 
heiß!
Den Klimawandel verstehen und 
aus der Krise für die Welt von 
morgen lernen

Original language: German
Publication in June 2020
320 pages

80.000 copies sold

RIGHTS SOLD TO KOREA
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Original title: 
Atlas der Weltwirtschaft 2020/21
Zahlen, Fakten und Analysen zur 
globalisierten Ökonomie

Original language: German

Publication in November 2020
128 pages, visual aid with up-to-date 
figures and facts

8.000 copies sold

WORLD RIGHTS AVAILABLE
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Fear and Power
Power Techniques to Generate  
Fear in Capitalist Democracies

Fear and power are closely linked to the political and social 
sphere. Having power puts people into surperior positions, 
lending many advantages in contrast to those how remain 
powerless. Those who are being subjected find them-
selves scared. But because this fear will just underline oth-
er people’s power, these powerful, manipulating people 
have themselves an utterly effective tool to always remain 
in a surperior position. Mausfeld debunks the tight bond 
between fear and power that sticks between each line of 
our society, lending a helping hand to understand how the 
ones surperior stabilize their power through manipulation.

Original title: 
Angst und Macht. 
Herrschaftstechniken der Angsterzeu-
gung in kapitalistischen Demokratien

Original language: German

Publication in July 2019
128 pages 

25.000 copies sold

RIGHTS SOLD TO JAPAN

Rainer Mausfeld is a professor at the University of Kiel. 
Before his retirement, he was the chair of the faculty for 
perception and cognition studies. He writes on neoliberal 
ideology, the deconstruction of democracy into an author-
itarian surveillance state, and psychological techniques of 
opinion.

The Timeline of a  
Prefigured Crisis
How a Virus Was Able to Change 
the World

Whether in politics, economy or our private lives: the coro-
na virus rules it all since early 2020. Thousands of compa-
nies are moving towards bankruptcy, civil rights are being 
restrained without discussion, which many adhered to: nu-
merous people remain scared and intimidated. What is 
happening here? Paul Schreyer connects the dots. This 
book puts the seemingly chaotic incidents of these past 
months into a detailed timeline - because several recent 
developments aren't exactly incidential.

Paul Schreyer, born in 1977, is co-editor of the magazine 
Multipolar, freelance journalist and author of several polit-
ical books. Two of his works also published by Westend 
are Who Rules the Money (2016) and The Fear of the Elites 
(2018).

Original title: 
Chronik einer angekündigten 
Krise. Wie ein Virus unsere Welt 
verändern konnte

Original language: German
Publication in August 2020
160 pages 

60.000 copies sold

RIGHTS SOLD TO US/UK, Spain, 
France, Japan, Italy, Russia
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"Alexa, We're Through"
Get Out of the Amazon Pitfall!

The pandemic has brought Bezos a gigantic step closer to 
his goal of making Amazon the only relevant online trading 
platform, meaning not only to corner the market, but essen-
tially to be the market. The everything-story that fired work-
ers who had been bashing the company for it's inadequate 
health care standards. Jeff Bezos is dreaming of a future 
where monopoly structures trump diversity and finally sell 
our very freedom. It´s time to wake up and say "Alexa, we're 
through!".

Original title: 
"Alexa, ich mach Schluss mit dir"
Raus aus der Amazon-
Beziehungsfalle

Original language: German

Publication in October 2020
96 pages 

6.000 copies sold

WORLD RIGHTS AVAILABLE

Johannes Broeckers, born 1960, is a German journalist, 
copywriter and creative director currently working in ad-
vertising. He founded pleasant.net, the office for strategic 
influence, in 2000. Broeckers lives and works as a market-
ing consultant, author and lecturer in Frankfurt, Germany.

The Worship
About the Mega Ideology Called 
Digitalization

In this book, Wolff describes how major monopolistic en-
terprises such as Apple, Amazon, Facebook or Google in-
vented a new mega ideology which never created either 
values or true progress: Their business is trading our per-
sonal data and using them to monitor every last one of us. 
It's high time to end the adoration of this extensive digitali-
zation and to turn to a more modern take on economy 

Marie-Luise Wolff was born in 1958 and is the executive 
chairwoman of the ENTEGA AG, one of the largest public 
utility companies in Germany, as well as president of the 
German federal association of energy and water manage-
ment (BDEW). The graduate in English studies and musi-
cology has gathered over 30 years worth of experience in 
the German industry in various positions.

Original title: 
Die Anbetung. 
Über eine Superideologie namens 
Digitalisierung

Original language: German

Publication in August 2020
256 pages 

7.000 copies sold

WORLD RIGHTS AVAILABLE
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