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Manni Breuckmann 

Bloody Shores. A Mallorca Crime Story 

About the Book 

Cala Figuera, the blue sea and a beautiful abandoned house 

near the cliff line – Frank Husniak, rock musician and wannabe 

stud is having the time of his life. Especially after he falls in love 

with young Tabea, the pretty girl he heroically saves from 

drowning in the Mediterranean Sea. However, the young 

romance is ill fated: When they try to blackmail the son of Primo 

Jimenez, a notorious brothel owner on the island, the two lovers 

are drawn into a pit of drug trafficking, prostitution and bloody 

crimes.  

Manni Breuckmann, Mallorca-lover and expert on all things 

Ballermann, employs the breathtaking setting of Germany’s 

favorite Mediterranean island to unfold a gripping story full of 

deceit and deadly consequences – certainly not on request by 

the Spanish tourist bureau.  

About the Author 

Manni Breuckmann, born in 1951, studied law in Bochum and 

Marburg, while commentating football games on the radio. After 

receiving his honors, he became a state official at the press and 

information bureau in Bonn. In 1982 he changed fields to 

become a journalist at the West German Radio (WDR) focusing 

on sports reporting as well as political and criminal law issues. 

Breuckmann became widely known for his characteristic and 

often enthusiastic coverage on the German “Bundesliga”. From 

1995 to 1999, he hosted, among others, the WDR 2 radio show 

“Westzeit”. Although he has been retired since 2011, he 

continues to present events of all kind and appears in various 

radio – and TV programs. For his work as a journalist and 

ambassador of German football, he has received numerous 

awards. 



Spring 2015 

Westend Crime 

Foreign Rights Contact: Mr. Ruediger Gruenhagen, Westend Verlag GmbH, Neue Kräme 28, 60311 Frankfurt, Germany 

Telephone: +49 (0) 69 24 750 18-10 – Telefax: +49 (0) 69 24 750 18-20 – email: gruenhagen@westendverlag.de 

Specifications: 

Westend Hardcover 

224 pages 

March 2015 

World Rights 

Available 

Günter Handlögten / Henning Venske 

The Termites. A True Crime Story 

About the Book 

''The Termites'' work in the underground of a city in West 

Germany. They are at the center of a mafia plot with global 

connections. However, officially, ''The Termites'' are part of 

the posh society, only secretly forming a criminal economic 

union, directed and tightly led by their godfather called “The 

Advocate''. 

The events described in this book are based on true stories: 

Blackmail and gossip, the interplay of police, justice and the 

yellow press, money-laundering brothels. In a world of drugs, 

girls and weapon trafficking we get to know the dark sides of 

the humanity. ''The Termites'' feeds the assumption that the 

high society is as crude as we have always expected. In a 

universe this twisted, it is hardly surprising that, in the end, 

the reader takes a death for a happy conclusion. 

About the Authors 

Henning Venske is an actor, revue performer, presenter and 

writer. In the early Eighties, he was editor-in-chief of the 

satirical magazine ''Pardon'' and from 1985 to 1993 author 

and revue performer at the ''Lach – und Schießgesellschaft'' 

in Munich. In 2010, he and his college Jochen Busse 

received the renowned artists award ''Ehrenpreis zum 

Deutschen Kleinkunstpreis''. 

Günter Handlögten, was a journalist for the German 

magazine “Stern” for over 30 years. To his readers he was 

known for his investigative reporting and to his friends and 

colleges for his empathetic discretion. Handlögten was  

(co-)author of multiple books of investigative character. He 

died in 2014 at the age of 69. 
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Jens Berger 

Foul Players. How bleak economic interests 

destroy our favorite game 

About the Book 

Germany won the world cup, the German Bundesliga is 

booming and “King Football” is more popular than ever. But is it 

really that popular? As several surveys confirm, only 30 

percent of Germans say that they have an active interest in 

football – Still, the community pays most of the cost deriving 

from the weekly spectacle. 

Football has long become big business and successful clubs 

function like profit-oriented corporations. The game has 

changed: The bulk of the money is no longer made at the ticket 

counters near the stadium. A completely new branch emerged 

that gives itself an innocent and professional appearance but 

yields large profits for only a few individuals – on the expense 

of the fans. As a result, boredom is spreading among many 

leagues because only a few wealthy clubs dominate the 

competition. Who are the real players beyond the football 

pitch? Who benefits from the huge business that developed 

around broadcasting rights and merchandising? Jens Berger 

gives us an investigative insight into the workings of 

professional football and presents new facts and figures on a 

game that is bound for a complete sell-out. 

About the Author 

Jens Berger has been a freelance journalist for over ten years 

and lives with his family in Goslar, Germany. In 2007, Berger 

started the Spiegelfechter, which is now among the best-

known political blogs in the country. He also holds an editing 

job for the German political online magazine NachDenkSeiten. 

Furthermore, Jens Berger writes for numerous German 

newspapers and is columnist for the national newspaper taz.  
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Cem Ekmekcioglu 

Hug me! Why we need to touch and 

feel each other 

About the Book 

All of us want stability in our lives. Yet, the knowledge on how 

much this stability is connected to the basic need to be touched 

has gone lost in almost all parts of our fast-paced and digital 

society. Consolation, reassurance, love and compliments: True 

affection can only be shown in person. Therefore, Cem 

Ekmekcioglu claims: Hug me!  

One might think, that a second life online may be a safer and 

more comforting substitute for real life. Far from it! What this 

online society lacks is physical contact. Disturbingly, a chronic 

shortage causes more problems than we could imagine. In his 

book, Ekmekcioglu explains how our body and soul gradually 

erode under a physically detached life routine and vice versa: 

how body contact and tenderness have a positive impact on 

our personal health, our friends and family and eventually, on 

the whole of society.  

About the Author 

Cem Ekmekcioglu was born in 1965 in Wiesbaden and studied 

medicine at the University of Vienna. He is a specialist for 

physiology as well as a doctor for nutrition medicine. Since 

1994 he works as an extraordinary professor at the institute of 

physiology at the Medical University at Vienna. 
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Armin Wertz 

The World Dominators. United States Military 

and Secret Service Operations  

About the Book 

Armin Wertz brings us the first comprehensive account of US 

operations in independent countries – an essential read for 

everyone interested in American foreign policy. Since its 

declaration of independence in 1776, the United States fought in 

numerous wars, yet they declared war to a country only five 

times so far.  

The frequency with which the US-Army or the secret service 

interfered in foreign countries is staggering: Already in 19th 

century, there where over one hundred such missions. “To 

protect US-citizens and the interests of the country” – the 

justification for interventions abroad did not change much over 

the course of history. Whether it was the assassination of some 

unwanted politician, the planting of deadly mines in foreign 

harbors or the bombing of foreign countries like Laos, many 

operations where kept in secret. Armin Wertz essential chronicle 

fills a gap in the historical narrative by listing even the small, 

widely unknown interventions of the United States all over the 

world. 

About the Author

Armin Wertz is an experienced foreign correspondent who spent 

many years in South and Central America, Israel and other parts 

of the world writing for renowned magazines and newspapers 

such as Der Spiegel, Stern and Frankfurter Rundschau. Since 

1997 he works as a freelance journalist travelling Southeast Asia 

as well as East and South Africa.  
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Volker Handon 

Psycho Traders. Inside our Sick 

Financial System 

About the Book 

“Making money from money is sick”, Volker Handon has been 

working in the financial industry for over 25 years and knows 

exactly what he is talking about. First, he made his money as a 

broker in the banking sector, where he was responsible for 

large assets of investment companies. Today he works as a 

day trader – with his own money on his account. 

Handon is not indebted to anyone and therefore able to report 

freely and authentically. He gives us an exclusive insight into 

his life and a world in which everyone fights tooth and nail 

around the maximum profit. In the end, the system is designed 

for one purpose only: To squeeze as much money out of the 

many gullible people who still think they can earn big by 

handing their paychecks to trust managers and investment 

bankers. “The monetary system is one of the best inventions of 

humanity”, Volker Handon states, however, “it has degenerated 

to gigantic machine redistributing wealth and power.” What are 

the dirty tricks and dangerous defects of a financial system 

gone mad? A system so corrupt and broken, it can only be kept 

alive by more and more cash infusions paid for by the taxpayer. 

Handon shows us the inside of the beast and explains why we 

need to act now, before it is too late. 

About the Author 

Volker Handon was born 1959 in Bonn. Since 1997, he works 

as an independent Day Trader in the international finance 

futures exchange. Previously, he worked as a securities trader 

at the Commerzbank in Frankfurt / Main, and as a Market-

Maker for share options on the German futures exchange 

(DTB) and was involved with the development of financial 

products called derivatives.
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Hans Jürgen Krysmanski 

0.1% – The Empire of the Billionaires

About the Book 

Distribution of wealth is rapidly changing and according to recent 

studies, the richest 1 percent will soon own more than 50 percent of 

the world’s assets. What most studies do not show: Only a fraction 

of the rich draws most of the money and with it unbelievable, 

uncontrollable power. This book is about that top 0.1 percent of the 

West European population– the super-rich. 

The very World’s money gravitates towards the monetary like into a 

black hole. And money means power. This power changes attitudes, 

life plans and behaviors profoundly, because the power of money is 

an imperial structure. Thus, billionaires become a global class of 

their own whether they or we like it or not. Admittedly, there are 

many facts we still do not know about them. What does this 

concentration of money mean? Who are the super-rich? How do 

they live? Hans-Jürgen Krysmanski answers the essential question: 

What does unlimited wealth do with the super-rich, with us and with 

our democratic society?  

About the Author 

Hans Jürgen Krysmanski is a former professor of sociology who 

taught at the renowned University of Muenster. His research focus is 

media sociology, class and conflict studies. He is member of the 

scientific council of Attac and of the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation. 

More by the Same Author: 

Hans Jürgen Krysmanski: The Last Journey of Karl Marx 

At the beginning of 1882 Karl Marx travels via Paris, Marseille and Algiers 

to Monte Carlo. He intends to ease the effects of various ailments and 

plunges into the high rollers bourgeoisie to study the milieu of the rich and 

famous. Hans Jürgen Krysmanski shows what most biographers neglected 

up until today: the private side of Karl Marx and the importance of his last 

journey in respect to the interpretation and understanding of his works. 
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Jens Berger 

Who is This Germany? Disclosing the True Powers and 

Dismantling the Fairy Tale of National Wealth 

About the Book 

Who are the owners of the largest German companies? Whom do the banks belong to? 

The big estates? In fact: Who owns Germany? Today, about two thirds of financial assets 

are held by only 10 percent of the people, whereas half of the German popu-lation owns 

only 1.4 percent. How did this uneven distribution of wealth become possible, and what are 

the societal consequences? Jens Berger tackles these questions and presents an 

untarnished view behind the numbers 

About the Author 

Jens Berger has been a freelance journalist for over ten years and lives with his 

family in Goslar, Germany. In 2007, Berger started the Spiegelfechter, which is now 

among the best-known political blogs in the country. He writes for numerous German 

newspapers and is columnist for the national newspaper “taz”.  

Ulrike Herrmann 

The Victory of Capital: How the wealth came into the world: The 

History of growth, money and crises 

About the Book 

Money is a mystery: Everyone uses it, but no one understands it. Even famous economists 

fail to fully explain the ins and outs of the monetary system. The same applies to the 

events in the financial markets that leave most people helpless. Ulrike Herrmann delivers 

not only an economic analysis, but also describes the historical development of our 

economic system. Illustrative examples from history help us to understand current 

problems. And they show us that many supposedly new debates of today are in fact age-

old. Critics agree: whoever wishes to understand the current economic crisis has to read 

this book. 

About the Author 

Ulrike Herrmann, born in 1964, works as an economic correspondent for the daily 

newspaper “taz”. She is a qualified banker and studied history and philosophy. In 2010, 

Westend published her book Hurray, we are allowed to pay: The Self-Deception of the 

Middle Class.  
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Thomas R. Köhler 

The Incredible Schemes of Industrial Espionage

About the Book 

The author examines central actors and clients to demonstrate the inherent hazards 

for the future of businesses. Knowledge is power – Thomas R. Köhler shows the 

scale of the issue and the most viral methods of online espionage. A book for 

everyone who wants to know how to protect sensitive personal and corporate data – 

and ward off nosey competitors.  

About the Author 

Thomas R. Köhler, dotcom entrepreneur since the 1990s, is one of the leading 

German experts on internet security. Since 2007 he consults businesses in the 

construction of secure IT/TK networks. Furthermore, Köhler gives university lectures 

on strategic competition research. His previous books include: “Die Internetfalle” 

(transl.: The Internet Trap, 2010) and “Der programmierte Mensch” (transl.: The 

Programmed Human). 

Mathias Bröckers / Paul Schreyer 

We are the Good Guys. How Western Media Constructs 

Evil Putin 

About the Book 

Why should we pay attention to the Ukraine? And how did it happen that a failed 

arrangement with the EU resulted the most dangerous European crisis of the past 

decades? Is it all Putin’s fault? Is it merely him who recklessly pulls the strings? 

Mathias Broeckers and Paul Schreyer take a look behind the scenes of a political 

game, which has become a deadly reality.  

About the Authors 

Mathias Broeckers is an author and journalist. He worked as an editor for the 

German newspapers tageszeitung and ZEIT and published several books. His 

book “9/11 – ten years later“ was an international bestseller. 

Paul Schreyer is a freelance journalist, among others for the magazine Telepolis 

and Global Research. His last book “Faktencheck 9/11” was very well received 

among experts and critics. 
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Friedhelm Hengsbach 

You shall share! 

About the Book 

To many, equality between individuals is more important than today’s predominant 

performance-based ideology. Why is that so? Why are wages and wealth distribution 

more imbalanced than ever before? And most importantly: How can we overcome this 

inequality? Friedhelm Hengsbach, the leading German expert on social ethics 

demands nothing more than that: Nature, labor, money and society are all part of a 

value creation chain and have to be acknowledged equally.  

About the Author 

Friedhelm Hengsbach is member of the Jesuit Order and the leading German expert 

on social ethics. Up until 2006 he was professor for Christian Societal Ethics at the 

Sankt Georgen University for philosophy and theology in Frankfurt / Main and director 

of the Oswald von Nell-Breuning Institute für economic and social ethics. One of his 

recent publications was “Die Zeit gehört uns” (transl.: Time Belongs to Us, Westend 

Verlag, 2012). 

Anne-Marie Butzek 

Food Mania! The Craze of Today’s Eating Habits 

About the Book 

When it comes to the “right” diet, opinions could not be more diverse. Some think that 

eating meat or animal products are right down evil habits and soy beans the only way 

to salvation. Meatlovers of course, preach the exact opposite. Anne-Marie Butzek 

enters the absurd food battle to dismantle the myths and brings sense to an often-

overheated discussion. 

About the Author 

Anne-Marie Butzek is currently earning her master’s degree in Russian and English. 

Out of compassion for all things living, she became vegetarian in her early teenage 

years. The idea for this book developed during her internship at the Westend Verlag 

and due to her ongoing profound interest in food culture and eating habits 
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Our Bestselling Titles in the Series 50 Simple Things: 
 

Andreas Schlumberger  

50 Simple Things You Can Do to Save the World – And Some Money 

25.000 Copies sold 

Rights sold to Italy and Netherlands 

 

Wolfgang Staudt 

50 Simple Things You Should Know About Wine 

17.000 Copies sold 

World Rights available 

 

Ines Pohl 

50 Simple Things You Can Do to Change Society 

11.000 Copies sold 

World Rights available 

 

Arne Hoffmann 

50 Simple Things Men Should Know About Sex 

12.000 copies sold 

World Rights available 

 

Inéz Krebs 

50 Simple Things Women Should Know About Sex 

7.000 Copies sold 

World Rights available 

 

Cem Ekmekcioglu 

50 Simple Things You Should Know About Ageing  

8.000 Copies sold 

Rights sold to Italy 

 

Hademar Bankhofer 

50 Simple Things You Should Know About Your Health 

22.000 Copies sold 

World Rights available 




