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Thomas R. Köhler 
 
Bugged:  
The Incredible Schemes of Industrial Espionage  
 
 
 
About the Book 

It is a known fact that our phone calls and emails are subject to 

surveillance by a multitude of security networks worldwide. Not 

even those in power are safe from surveillance. It is mostly 

unknown, however, that especially small and medium-sized 

businesses are subject to extensive surveillance by market 

competitors. Whistleblower Edward Snowden disclosed that 

communication technology and the accumulation of classified 

data is a central tool in the so-called “war on terror” and also the 

weapon of choice in today’s globalized economy. But not only 

intelligence agencies have the tools and the resources to infiltrate 

servers and tap into our phone calls: To an increasing degree, we 

are also under attack by private or semi-private organizations, 

specialized to extract and sell inside knowledge and information 

from traditional businesses. The author examines central actors 

and clients to demonstrate the inherent hazards for the future of 

businesses. Knowledge is power – Thomas R. Köhler shows the 

scale of the issue and the most viral methods of online 

espionage. Read this book if you want know how to protect your 

or your companies’ sensitive data and ward off nosey 

competitors.  

 

About the Author 

Thomas R. Köhler, dotcom entrepreneur since the 1990s, is one 

of the leading German experts on internet security. Since 2007 

he consults businesses in the construction of secure IT/TK 

networks. Furthermore, Köhler gives university lectures on 

strategic competition research. His previous books include: “Die 

Internetfalle” (transl.: The Internet Trap, 2010) and “Der 

programmierte Mensch” (transl.: The Programmed Human). 
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Rudolf Hickel 

Casino Fatal: 

Financial High Rollers and Shady Banks 

Continue to Threaten our World Economy 

 

About the Book 

The deregulation of the financial system is not God-given but 

product of the neoliberalist political agenda in the 1980s and 

1990s. Not only since the latest financial crisis have we suffered 

the consequences of this failed development. In his book, Rudolf 

Hickel examines what we learned from the financial disaster in 

2009 and proposes desperately needed policy reforms.  

The economic power of financial markets, especially of banks, 

hedge funds and shady financial institutes, efficiently blocks any 

attempts for sustainable reforms. With it plenty of freedom for 

financial actors for large scale gambling, the casino mentality 

remains unfettered. Yet, if we do not consequently regulate the 

power of financial institutions, hazardous derivatives and other 

financial products, we risk the complete collapse of our financial 

system. Another, much more devastating financial crisis could 

threaten our jobs, the economy and even whole states. In his 

book, Rudolf Hickel describes the magnitude of the problem and, 

most importantly, delivers constructive suggestions to tame the 

financial casino in order to prevent future crises  

 

About the Author  
 

Rudolf Hickel is former professor at the Institute of Finance at 

Bremen University and from 2001 to 2009 he was director of the 

“Institut Arbeit und Wirtschaft” (transl.: Economic and Labour 

Institute). Furthermore, he holds a seat on the economic advisory 

board for Attac. His latest book is called “Zerschlagt die Banken” 

(transl.: Smash the Banks, Econ 2012). 
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Friedhelm Hengsbach 

You Shall Share! 

 

 

About the Book 

To many, equality between individuals is more important than today’s 

predominant performance-based ideology. Why is that so? Why are 

wages and wealth distribution more imbalanced than ever before? 

And most importantly: How can we overcome this inequality?  

Even Pope Francis recognized that the current ecological system 

excludes whole sections of our society and can be seen as the 

reason for social inequality and violence when he stated: "While the 

earnings of a minority are growing exponentially, so too is the gap 

separating the majority from the prosperity enjoyed by those happy 

few. This imbalance is the result of ideologies which defend the 

absolute autonomy of the marketplace and financial speculation. A 

new tyranny is thus born, invisible and often virtual, which unilaterally 

and relentlessly imposes its own laws and rules.” Wealth, which is 

produced by the masses, should not be accumulated by only a few. 

An equal distribution of wealth is for the good everyone as it leads to 

social solidarity and prosperity. Friedhelm Hengsbach, the leading 

German expert on social ethics demands nothing more than that: 

Nature, labor, money and society are all part of a value creation chain 

and have to be acknowledged equally.  

 

About the Author 

Friedhelm Hengsbach is member of the Jesuit Order and the leading 

German expert on social ethics. Up until 2006 he was professor for 

Christian Societal Ethics at the Sankt Georgen University for 

philosophy and theology in Frankfurt / Main and director of the 

Oswald von Nell-Breuning Institute für economic and social ethics. 

One of his recent publication was “Die Zeit gehört uns” (transl.: Time Belongs to Us, 

Westend Verlag, 2012). 
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Hans Jürgen Krysmanski 

The Last Journey of Karl Marx 

 

About the Book 

At the beginning of 1882 Karl Marx travels via Paris, Marseille and 

Algiers to Monte Carlo. He intends to ease the effects of various 

ailments and plunges into the high rollers bourgeoisie to study the 

milieu of the rich and famous. Hans Jürgen Krysmanski shows what 

most biographers neglected up until today: the private side of Karl 

Marx and the importance of his last journey in respect to the 

interpretation and understanding of his works.  

January 1882 – Karl Marx arrives in Algiers, at the time one of the 

finest spa towns for the British upper class. For years, Marx has been 

suffering from severe skin infections, and more recently from a 

chronic bronchitis and peritonitis. He hopes that the warm climate in 

the Mediterranean city brings relief from the pain and suffering 

caused by his maladies. So, for the first time, Marx leaves Europe 

and experiences colonialism first hand. It is a little known fact, that he 

has his famous hair and beard cut so drastically, his family hardly 

recognized him upon his return. In this vivid description of his last 

journey, we get to know Karl Max in private, as well as his friend 

Friedrich Engels and his family. A book for everyone seeking a new 

approach to the great communist thinker and his extensive scientific 

work. 

About the Author 

Hans Jürgen Krysmanski is a former professor of sociology who 

taught at the renowned University of Muenster. His research focus is 

media sociology, class and conflict studies. He is member of the 

scientific council of Attac and of the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation. 

 

More by the Same Author:  

Hans Jürgen Krysmanski: 0.1% - The Empire of Billionaires 

This book is about the top 0.1 percent of the Western European population 

– the super-rich. Money and power gravitate towards them like light to a 

black hole. But who are the super-rich? How do they live? Hans Jürgen 

Krysmanski explores these questions and ventures into the essential one: 

What does unlimited wealth do to the super-rich, to us and to our 

democratic society?
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Sebastian Schoepp 

Go South: 

How Europeans Can Recover 

their Common Ground 

 
About the Book 

For centuries, we travelled to Southern Europe enjoy the culture 
and the cuisine, the climate and the people. Yet, ever since the 
common currency joined our economies closer together, we 
discredit the South – an uncalled-for verdict, Sebastian Schoepp 
argues. He shows the immense potential of Southern Europe and 
the strength of a truly united and cooperative Europe. 
 
Is it necessary to force the South into puritan morals of 
abstinence and austerity? Might not be the southern way of 
thinking the answer to Europe’s burnout? For his research, 
Sebastian Schoepp travelled to Siena, Santiago de Compostela 
and Barcelona. He portrays this unique part of Europe, which has 
been stage of legendary encounters and historic developments 
since centuries. Schoepp shows how people from the South live, 
love, work, hope and think, what drives them and how 
substantially they changed in recent years. Finally yet importantly, 
he shows the enormous potential of a truly united Europe, where 
the North and the South combine their strengths to a greater 
union.  
 

About the Author 

Since 2005 Sebastian Schoepp is foreign correspondent of the 
“Sueddeutsche Zeitung” and reports from Spain and South 
America. Furthermore, he is professor of journalism at Barcelona 
University. Schoepp studied and lived in Italy (Siena and Perugia) 
and Spain (Salamanca and Barcelona). His latest book “Das 
Ende der Einsamkeit” (engl.: The End of Solitude) was published 
by Westend Verlag in 2011. 
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Anne-Marie Butzek 

 

Food Mania!  

The Craze of Today’s Eating Habits 
 

 

About the Book 

When it comes to the “right” diet, opinions could not be more 

diverse. Some think that eating meat or animal products are right 

down evil habits and soy beans the only way to salvation. 

Meatlovers of course, preach the exact opposite. Anne-Marie 

Butzek enters the absurd food battle to dismantle the myths and 

brings sense to an often-overheated discussion.  

The food battle in Germany is raging and the trenches between 

both sides are deep. On one side the advocates of a vegetarian or 

even vegan lifestyle, who think meat lovers are heartless monsters, 

on the other end the naïve consumer, who does not see further 

than the edge of the plate and ignores the often gruesome 

conditions in farming factories. Then there are those who think that 

eating meat every day is no problem as long as it is produced by 

the local farm. Questions regarding eating habits have become so 

very difficult, that there can be no easy answers. Writing with wit 

and knowledge, Anne-Marie Butzek illustrates the debate on the 

“right” diet, questions the arguments brought forward by both 

camps and explores nuances of the debate – without taking sides.  

 

About the Author 

Anne-Marie Butzek is currently earning her master’s degree in 

Russian and English. Out of compassion for all things living, she 

became vegetarian in her early teenage years. The idea for this 

book developed during her internship at the Westend Verlag and 

due to her ongoing profound interest in food culture and eating 

habits.  
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Klaus Gietinger 

 

99 Crashes: 

Fast and Famous Car Victims 
 

 

About the Book 

Since the advent of the automobile, approximately 50 million 
people have died in car accidents. Especially the tragic deaths of 
famous members of society always spark great curiosity and 
fascination. In his book, Klaus Gietinger examines the 99 most 
legendary crashes and gives some insight to the victim’s lives 
leading up to their sudden death.  
 
James Dean, Helmut Newton, Jörg Haider, Jayne Mansfield, 
Margaret Mitchell, Albert Camus, Grace Kelly, Falco, Paul 
Walker – all of them fell victims to their car mania and died on the 
motorway. How did they die? Who are the culprits? Is there more 
behind some of these cases? Not only Lady Di or Lutz Eigendorf 
are subject to a great variety of conspiracy theories: when it 
comes to famous car crashes facts are often quickly diluted by 
fiction. Gietinger debunks some of these stories and confirms 
others, while sharing his distinct views on the daily madness on 
our streets. His book not only recollects the most shocking and 
mysterious crashes in the history of the automobile, it can also 
be read as a critical statement on our foolish and reckless 
fascination with speed and fame.   
 
 
About the Author 

Klaus Gietinger is a social scientist, screenplay writer, movie 
director, traffic-expert, and BI-Activist – among other things he 
writes articles for “Die Zeit” and the “Frankfurter Rundschau”.His 
previous book “Totalschaden” (transl. Total Write-Off) was 
published in 2010 by Westend Verlag.  
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Mathias Bröckers 

 

Don’t Fear the Weed: 

Why We Need a New Drug Policy 

 
 
About the Book 
 
The so-called “war on drugs” has failed: The prohibition of cannabis 
and the persecution of consumers did not stop the illegal drug 
market and organized crime to flourish. It was a grave mistake to 
belief that we can create a drug-free society with the help of the 
criminal law, police and prisons. If we want to take the protection of 
the youth and consumers seriously, we have to establish a 
regulated legal market – the only way to ensure distribution and 
quality control. 
 
Enough! One hundred years of prohibition, more than 150.000 
criminal charges per year and several billion dollars wasted in a 
pointless “war on drugs” have to come to an end. The collateral 
damage of this war is much bigger than its advantages, the criminal 
law and the criminalization don’t solve the “drug-problem” and the 
policies of cannabis prohibition have failed. By now, this insight has 
reached the committees of the United Nations as well as politicians 
and mayors, doctors, professors and even police headquarters. 
However, influential decision makers do not dare to question the 
current legislation – claiming the legalization of hemp/marihuana 
still is an absolute career killer.  In his book, Mathias Bröckers gives 
account of a failed system of prohibition and demands a new drug 
policy. Furthermore, he examines the medical properties of a plant 
which can be used in a great variety of pharmaceutical products - 
sometimes with astonishing results, as some of the most recent 
studies show.  
 
 
About the Author 
 
Mathias Bröckers works among others for the German newspapers 
“taz” and “DIE ZEIT” and is author of several bestsellers. Most 
recently, Westend published his books 11.9. – Ten Years After 
(2011) and JFK - Coup d’État in America (2013).  
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Jens Berger 

Who is This Germany? Disclosing the True Powers and 

Dismantling the Fairy Tale of National Wealth. 

About the Book 

Who are the owners of the largest German companies? Whom do the banks belong to? 

The big estates? In fact: Who owns Germany? Jens Berger tackles these questions and 

presents to his readers an untarnished view behind the numbers. 

About the Author 

Jens Berger has been a freelance journalist for over ten years and lives with his 

family in Goslar, Germany. In 2007, Berger started the Spiegelfechter, which is now 

among the best-known political blogs in the country. He also holds an editing job for 

the German political online magazine NachDenkSeiten. Furthermore, Jens Berger 

writes for numerous German newspapers and is columnist for the national 

newspaper “taz”.  

 

 

 

Armin Reller, Heike Holdinghausen  

Planet for Sale: How to Start the Future after the Ecological 

Sellout 

About the Book 

Fossil fuels become scarce and more expensive; so much is for sure. But do we really 

look at the end of the oil age already? And how can a transition to a post-fossil era be 

successful? Armin Reller and Heike Holdinghausen show which possibilities we can 

employ to foster a better future after the oil.   

About the Authors 

Armin Reller is professor for Resources Strategy at the University of Augsburg. 
Beforehand, he did research in inorganic and physical chemistry in Zürich, 
Cambridge, Bangalore and Hannover. He is the editor of the Stoffgeschichten (Matter 
Stories) series. 
 
Heike Holdinghausen is a journalist working for the independent newspaper “taz”. 
She writes frequently about chemical, waste and resources policies. 
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Miriam Faßbender 

2850 Kilometers: On the Road with Mohamed and Jerry.  

Diary of an Escape from Africa 

About the Book 

Trapped in the waiting loop at the gates of Europe – that is the fate of thousands of 

young Africans, who take on the journey to the “promised land”, driven by poverty and 

the illusion of a better life. Miriam Faßbender accompanied two young men on their 

trip. As a stranger among refugees, she tells very personal stories and discloses the 

difficult day-to-day life of migrants on their perilous way to Europe.  

About the author 

Miriam Faßbender, born in 1980, works as a cinematographer and director. Starting 

as an autodidact she gathered experience as a camera assistant for international 

movies. In 2005 she graduated from the FAMU film school in Prague and studied in 

Paris and New York. “Fremd” (transl.: Foreign) is her first full length feature 

documentary. At the time she is directing her upcoming movie. She lives and works in 

Berlin.  

 

 

Wolfgang Hetzer 

The Euro-Party is Over: Who Pays the Bill? 

About the Book 

Europe can and will fail if its citizens allow incompetent politicians, parts of self-

proclaimed and selfish elites, anti-social business leaders and unregulated financial 

markets, to form an alliance against the vital interests of the people of an entire 

continent.  

About the Author 

Wolfgang Hetzer holds a Ph.D. in Law and Political Science. From 2002 to 2013, 

he was department manager at the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) and 

consultant of the chief executive at the OLAF in Brussels. Previously, he was head 

of division at the federal chancellery and responsible for the supervision of the 

German intelligence agency (BND). 
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Jean-Christoph Ammann 

Art? Yes, Art! The Desire of the Picture 

About the Book 

In a time where pictures, illustrations and paintings are presented at every corner, 

people grow weary of seeing art. Perplexity and frustration set in. Ammann claims  

that it is therefore more important than ever to value artists and artworks, which  

stand tall over the rest and remain authentic, intensive and sustainable.  

Featuring articles on: Dennis Hopper, Jessica Backhaus, Franz Gertsch, 

Cornelia Schleime, Laura Baginski, Pina Bausch, Joseph Beuys, Lars von Trier, 

Pierre Paolo Pasolini and many more. 

About the Author 

Jean-Christophe Ammann is an internationally renowned art connoisseur and 

professor. He works as an art historian and curator and from 1989 to 2002 he was the 

general director of the Museum of Modern Art in Frankfurt am Main. Previously, he 

directed the Kunstmuseum Luzern (1968-1971) and the Kunsthalle Basel (1987-

1988). In 1971 he was the Swiss commissioner for the Paris Biennale and in 1995 he  

commissioned the German pavilion on the Venice Biennale. He has been honored with  

numerous awards. 

 

 
Wolfgang Staudt 
The 100 best Wines of the World 
 

 

About the Book  
 
Sauvignon Blanc, Pfälzer Riesling, Pinot Noir from the Ahr or Côtes du Rhône, 

Hunter Sémillon from Australia – Wolfgang Staudt selected the 100 best wines of the 

world. In an entertaining, objective, competent and comprehensible fashion, he 

explains all you need to know about these 100 wines.  

 

About the Author 

Wolfgang Staudt is a lecturer and professional connoisseur with the globally 

renowned “Diploma in Wine and Spirits”. Since 1995 he is an independent host of 

seminars, training courses and wine events. Westend Verlag also published his 

books 50 Simple Things You Should Know About Wine” (2012) and “50 German 

Wines you should know (2010). 
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Ulrike Herrmann 
The Victory of Capital: How the wealth came into the world: The  
History of growth, money and crises 
 

 

About the Book  
 
Money is a mystery: Everyone uses it, but no one understands it. Even famous 
economists fail to fully explain the ins and outs of the monetary system. The same 
applies to the events in the financial markets that leave most people helpless. Ulrike 
Herrmann delivers not only an economic analysis, but also describes the historical 
development of our economic system. Illustrative examples from history help us to 
understand current problems. And they show us that many supposedly new debates 
of today are in fact age-old. Critics agree: whoever wishes to understand the current 
economic crisis has to read this book. 
 
About the Author  
 
Ulrike Herrmann, born in 1964, works as an economic correspondent for the  
daily newspaper “taz”. She is a qualified banker and studied history and  
philosophy. In 2010, Westend published her book Hurray, we are allowed  
to pay: The Self-Deception of the Middle Class.  
 
 
 

 
 

Heiner Flassbeck, Paul Davidson, James K. Galbraith,  
Richard Koo, Jayati Ghosh 
Act Now! The Global Manifesto for Economic Policy 
 
About the book 
 
At the moment global economy is on the brink of a new and deep recession or even 
depression. The authors, some of the world’s leading economists, issue a strong 
warning concerning the gravest errors committed in politics at this point in time. They 
also name the lessons economists and politicians ought to learn to do a better job in 
the future.  
 

About the Authors  
 
Paul Davidson is Holly Chair of Excellence in Political Economy at the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville. James K. Galbraith teaches economics and a variety of other 
subjects at the University of Texas. Richard C. Koo is Chief Economist of the Nomura 
Research Institute. Heiner Flassbeck worked for the UN and was director of the 
Division on Globalization and Development Strategies (GDS) at UNCTAD, Geneva. 
Jayati Ghosh is professor of economics at Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, 
and the executive secretary of International Development Economics Associates. 





Specifications: 
 
Westend 
Hardcover 
224 pages, 2013  
7.000 copies sold 
 
World Rights sold 
to US/UK, Spain 

 



Spring 2014 
Westend Verlag 

Foreign Rights Contact: Mr. Ruediger Gruenhagen, Westend Verlag GmbH, Neue Kräme 28, 60311 Frankfurt, Germany 
Telephone: +49 (0) 69 24 750 18-10 – Telefax: +49 (0) 69 24 750 18-20 – email: gruenhagen@westendverlag.de 

Our bestselling titles in the  
50-Simple-Things-Series: 
 
 

Andreas Schlumberger  
50 Simple Things You Can Do to Save the World – And Some Money 
25.000 Copies sold 
Rights sold to Italy and Netherlands 
 
 
 

Wolfgang Staudt 
50 Simple Things You Should Know About Wine 
17.000 Copies sold 
World Rights available 
 
 
 

Ines Pohl 
50 Simple Things You Can Do to Change Society 
11.000 Copies sold 
World Rights available 
 
 
 

Arne Hoffmann 
50 Simple Things Men Should Know About Sex 
12.000 copies sold 
World Rights available 
 
 
 

Inéz Krebs 
50 Simple Things Women Should Know About Sex 
7.000 Copies sold 
World Rights available 
 
 

 
Cem Ekmekcioglu 
50 Simple Things You Should Know About Ageing  
8.000 Copies sold 
Rights sold to Italy 
 
 
 
Hademar Bankhofer 
50 Simple Things You Should Know About Your Health 
22.000 Copies sold 
World Rights available 
 


